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preface. 

Aould find or chance ffiould offer it, in the boundlefs chaos of a living fpeech. Mv fearch hr. 

Las been eitner fkuful or lucky j for I have much augmented the vocabulary. 7 1 10vvev ®r, 

As my defign was a didionary, common or appellative, I have omitted all words whirl, u 

re aU0n , “ P ro f r names ' fl ' ch Aian, Socinian, Calviniff Benedictine, Mahometan S lave 
retained thofe of a more general nature, as Heathen , Pagan. 9 ^ ut ^ave 

Ot the terms of art I have received fuch as could be found either in books of fcience nr t P i, • , 
dictionaries; and have often mferted, from philofophical writers, words which are fimnornvl 
only by a Angle authority, and which being not admitted into general ufe, ftand yet as canHif^^ 
probationers, and muff depend for their adoption on the fuffrage of futurity. } candidates or 

The words which our authours have introduced by their knowledge of foreign languages nr • 
ranee of their own, by vanity or wantonnefs, by compliance with fafhion, or luff of innovation it” °‘ 

regiftred as they occurred, though commonly only to cenfure them, and warn others aeainft rh, 1 fT 
of naturalizing ufelefs foreigners to the injury of the natives. 2 che 

I have not rejeded any by defign, merely becaufe they were unneceffary or exuberant i, . i. 

Ind Zfcojky 7 diffCrent WdterS b£en differCntl y f ° rmed > aS and vifcidlty 

Compounded or double words I have feldom noted, except when they obtain a fignification Hlffu„ .U 
that which the components have in their Ample ftate. Thus hifwaynum 

require an explication; but of thief ike or coachdnver no notice wasn^ded, becaufe the primitfvefro'f ^ 
the meaning of the compounds. pnmitives contain 

Words arbitrarily formed by a conftant and fettled analogy, like diminutive adiedives in ,77, 
bluijh, adverbs in ly, as dully, openly, fubftantives in nefs, asvilenefs faultinefs were lefs dill jf ’ ' f i' Sffnijh, 
and many fometimes have been omitted, when I had no authority /hat invited me to infert the' 7 ° Ug , ht ’ 
.hey are no. genuine and regular offsprings of E,gl,Jb roots, fcu, S *Sr ^rellSo, 
being always the fame, their fignification cannot be miftaken. ' h P nmitlve 

or placed 6 only^ toXSate thefenfe rfSSbf f, ,Ways ne g Iefl ed, 

have therefore a plural number, as dwelling, livino- f r have an absolute anF Mwl r S a f 10ns > and 
colouring, painting, learning. S * ’ * aVe an ablolute and abftraft Signification, as 

. Tbe participles are likewife omitted, unlefs, by fignifying rather ni, 9 lh;. e , 

the nature of adjedives; as a thinking man, a man <ff pmdlnce • a pa cL We Th th ^ tak? 

thele I have ventured to call participial adjectives . ? But neither are^thefc al ™ PI 
•hey are conamonly ,o be underffood, wi.hout an, danger of mittake, by ooiSg^Sb ’ 

,hey “ fOUni1 " ,tlWnr! « ° bW «- « "'■« .hey have any 

reptSfle °J * 1 W • 1 h “' 

as .hey are, igh, be nrul.iphed/ £ Iff 

language and modes of our combination amply difeovered. 7 d) and the frame of our 

Of fome forms of compofition, fuch as that by which re is ore fixed tn 
mfy contrariety or privation, all the exam tiles f,L t u pieJixed to note repetition, and m to fig- 

if not wholly arbitrary, is fo lit le lLkeT that the I beCaufe the ufe thefe particles, 

or is imagined to reqSri them ’ ^ h ° Urly affixed t0 new words occafion requires! 

ftom on, language than perhaps in any o.her, 

a particle fubjoined ; as toneme of, f^eSL by a fTt'ch fn 1 ^ ° f man 7 verbs by 

to break of to ftop abruptly , Jelr m iuftffv m fa/ ?’ l ° ^ 5 t0 a P oftatize " 

fetoff, to embellilh ; to fetin, to begha conSSteno^ ^V! 0 ™r, toceafe; to 

takeoff, to copy; with innumerable fxpreffions of the fame kind^ f*V° b r S ‘ n & or journey j to 

being fo far diftant from the fenfe of the Ample words thatdot° a PP 6ar ™ l£ % irre g ular > 

which they arrived at the prefent ufe Th-fe T Wp 5 4 ■ i ^ acit y W1 ^ a ^>^ e ^ trace the fleps by 

myfelf that the colledionT complete I beLe iTav^ and thoi 'S h 1 cann « ^tter 

this kind of phrafeology will be no longer infuperable- and^the c!^ the ftudents of j our la nguage, that 
chance omitted, will be eafily explained by compart with found. P f ^ 

BiSl. ?hlr e b I am ° f Bnik y\ Ai nf^orth, Philips, or the contraded 

the works of lexicographers Of fuch I 1 tT ^ the - V are read “7 book but 

.any , have r„fe, t ed,%L„fe t 

however, 
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preface. 

r a j /v* rvnlr? nnon the credit of former dictionaries; Others, Which I 
however, to be yet confidered as icfting J } 1 1 t lt pre f e nt fupport them by authorities, 

r«d"Snd uporTmy 
being fometimes credited without proof; 

The words thus feleded and difpofed, are grammatically confidered: they are referred to the different 

The words, thus leiec j larly i„fl e ded, through their various terminations ; and ll- 

fu ft ra/ed^by 6 ob (eiv a t i o n s , not indeed of great or ftriking importance, feparately confidered, but neceffary 
!o the iddadon of o U ; language, and" hitherto negleded or forgotten by Enghjh grammarians. 

That part of my work on which I expedt malignity moft frequently to Fatten, is the Explanation j 
in whSh l cannot 1 hope to fatisfy thofe, who are perhaps not inclined to be pleafed, fmee I have no 
always been able to fatisfy myfelf. To interpret a language by itfelf is very difficult 5 many words 
cannot be explained by fynbnimes, becaufe the idea fignffied by them has not more than 
one appellation \ nor by paraphrafe, becaufe Ample ideas cannot be described. W hen the nature 
of things is unknown, or the notion unfettled and indefinite, and various in various minds, the words 
by which fuch notions are conveyed, or fuch things denoted, will be ambiguous and perplexed A nd 
fuch is the fate of haplefs lexicography, that not only darknefs, but light, impedes and diftreffes it ; 
thino-s may be not only too little, but too much known, to be happily nluftrated. To explain, requit es 
the ufe of terms lefs abftrufe than that which is to be explained, and fuch terms cannot always be 
found 5 for as nothing can be proved but by fuppofmg fomething intuitively known, and evident 
without proof, fo nothing can be defined but by the uie of woids too plain to admit a definition. 

Other words there are, of which the fenfe is too fubtle and evanefeent to be fixed in a paraphrafe 5 
fuch are all thofe which are by the grammarians termed expletives , and, in dead languages, aiefuffeied 
to pafs for empty founds, of no other ufe than to fill a verfe, or to modulate a period, but which aie 
eafily perceived in living tongues to have power and emphafis, though it be fometimes luch as no 
other form of expreffion can convey. 

My labour has likewife been much increaled by a clafs of verbs too frequent in the Englijh language, 
of which the fignification is fo loofe and general, the ufe fo vague and indeterminate, and the 
fenfes detorted fo widely from the firft idea, that it is hard to trace them through the maze of varia- 
tion, to catch them on the brink of utter inanity, to circumfcribe them by any limitations, or interpret 
them by any words of diftindt and fettled meaning : fuch are hear , breaks come , cajl , full , get , give y 
do y puty Jety gOy run, makey takey turn y throw. If of thefe the whole power is not accurately delivered, 
it mull be remembered, that while our language is yet living, and variable by the caprice of every one that 
fpeaks it, thefe words are hourly fhifting their relations, and can no more be afeertained in a dictionary, 
than a grove, in the agitation of a ftorm, can be accurately delineated from its picture in the water. 

The particles are among all nations applied with fo great latitude, that they are not eaiily reducible 
under any regular fcheme of explication : this difficulty is not lefs, nor perhaps greater, in Englijh , 
than in other languages. I have laboured them with diligence, I hope with fuccefs ; fuch at leaft as 
can be expected in a talk, which no man, however learned or fagacious, has yet been able to perform. 

Some words there are which I cannot explain, becaufe I do not underftand them ; thefe might have 
been omitted very often with little inconvenience, but I would not fo far indulge my vanity as to decline 
this confeffion : for when 'fully owns himfelf ignorant whether leffiiSy in the twelve tables, means a 
funeral fong , or mourning garment 5 and Ariftotle doubts whether ov^vg y in the Iliad, fignifies a mule, 
or muleteery I may freely, without ffiame, leave fome obfeurities to happier induilry or future 

The rigour of interpretative lexicography requires that the explanation, and the word explained, fhould 
be always reciprocal-, this I have always endeavoured, but could not always attain. Words are feldom 
exactly iynommous ; a new term was not introduced, but becaufe the former was thought inadequate • 
names, mere, ore, have often many ideas, but few ideas have many- names. It was then neceffarv 
o ule tne proximate word, for the deficiency of Angle terms can very feldom be fupplied by circum- 

locution ; nor is the inconvenience great of fuch mutilated interpretations, becaufe the fenfe may eafilv 
be collected entire from the examples. - calu / 

In every word of extenfive ufe,- it was requifite to mark the orogrefs of its meaning and fhow hv 

Son fo/wf mte f rmedlate fenf 1 k haS P affed from its F^itivem its remote and accidentalZn^- 

1 ev y£ foregoing explanation fhould tend to that which follows, and the feries be^re- 
gularly concatenated from the firfi: notion to the laid. 

plelkv T 0t fr yS praaicable > kindred fenfes may be fo interwoven, that the ner- 

other. When the radkalTdea^ ’branches 7 out’ ^^alTd^ -T hy -° ne J 10uld be ran g ed befor e the 

be formed of fenfes in their nature collateral? The fhldeV^ ^ ° nS5 f b ° W - Can & confecutive fer ies 
mto each other ; fo that though on one fide' the, ^ d ,° f , n j 5 anin S fometimes pafs imperceptibly 

point of contact. Ideas of the fame race thoup-h^no^^ffl 7 764 r * S lm P offible t0 mark the 

.ha no word, can cpcel. .he diffinniltodc, *o„ g gh .“rfS 
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